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CARIBBEAN – Hurricanes Irma and Maria 

Hurricanes Irma and Maria made landfall in the Caribbean at the beginning of September. Both 
Hurricanes reached a category five, with winds of up to 185mph. They caused catastrophic damage 
across many of the Caribbean Islands. Since the hurricanes hit, ShelterBox positioned an in-country 
coordinator based in Antigua, with teams working in Barbuda, Dominica, the British Virgin Islands, 
St Kitts and Nevis, and the Dominican Republic. Aid has slowly been distributed across some of the 
islands, and ShelterBox has been working closely with Rotary and other organisations on the ground 
to carry out assessments, ensuring the right aid is distributed to the right place.  

In October, the team in the Dominican Republic worked with Habitat for Humanity to distribute a 
total of 195 ShelterKits to affected families, and 151 individuals have been trained in ShelterKit best 
practices, building capacity in shelter repair. A total of 11 AMG tents have been distributed on 
Barbuda to use by clean-up crews. In Dominica, 500 ShelterKits, 3,000 solar lights, and 3,000 water 
carriers are waiting to be distributed. The team has conducted a train the trainer session on the 
ShelterKits, distributions are set to begin in the upcoming weeks. On Jost Van Dyke in the British 
Virgin Islands, 22 AMG tents and ShelterBoxes, plus 42 solar lights have been distributed to affected 
residents. 

 

NIGER – Lake Chad Basin Crisis                                                             Remote Distributions 

Recent Boko Haram attacks in the Kablewa camp have led to a massive movement of the population 
in Niger. The camp, which hosted 16,000 people, has now been disbanded. With the rainy season 
on its way, these people are in desperate need of shelter. ShelterBox is working with Plan 
International to provide emergency aid to those without shelter. The project has been split into two 
phases, targeting 896 households. In October, phase one of distributions was successfully completed 
by Plan International, supporting a total of 448 households. We are now working with Plan 
International on phase two. A shipment of aid for this phase has already arrived in Niger, and 
distributions are expected to begin in the upcoming months.  

UPDATE – OCTOBER 2017 
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BANGLADESH – Flooding  

Heavy rains have caused widespread flooding in Bangladesh, particularly in the northern and central 
regions. It’s estimated that more than half a million households were damaged during the floods, 
with over 70,000 of them completely destroyed.  ShelterBox has been working closely with the 
Bangladesh Red Crescent Society and Rotary to carry out in-depth needs assessments in the affected 
areas. ShelterKits, tarpaulins, blankets, Luminaids and mosquito nets have arrived in Bangladesh, 
distribution dates are yet to be confirmed.   

BANGLADESH – Rohingya Crisis 

More than 600,000 Rohingya people are now settling in makeshift and spontaneous camps at Cox’s 
Bazar in Bangladesh, many of them are still within sight of their former homes burning across the 
border in Myanmar. ShelterBox responded to the crisis in September working closely with local 
partners to identify the best way to help those who have been forced from their homes, they are 
trying to understand the gaps in shelter and where a ShelterBox response might fit. ShelterBox aid 
has slowly started to arrive with our in-country partner the International Office for Migration (IOM), 
no distribution date has been given just yet.  

 

SYRIA – Conflict                                                                                         Remote distributions 

ShelterBox has now supported more than 10,000 households in Syria in 2017 alone. These people 
have been displaced by conflict that has plagued the country for almost seven years, many have 
moved several times since they left their homes and livelihoods behind. The aid ShelterBox has 
provided to families in Syria includes tents, ShelterKits, and other aid items such as blankets, 
mattresses and kitchen sets. In October, with the help of implementing partners, ShelterBox 
distributed 479 tents and 207 essential aid kits to families in Syria, supporting a total of 452 
households so far. We are now preparing for winter distributions in Syria with winterization kits, 
these include high thermal blankets and children’s clothing. At the beginning of November, 
ShelterBox partner ReliefAid will begin distributing 14,000 winter ShelterKits to households in 
informal camps in the Syrian countryside. 
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